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EP/TP retention election set for May 27

Cotton producers in the El
Paso/Trans Pecos (EP/TP) zone are eligi-
ble to vote this month on the continuation
of the pink bollworm and boll weevil
eradication efforts in the EP/TP zone.

The Texas Department of Agricul-
ture will send out ballots May 12 to all
cotton growers and crop-sharing landlords
in the zone who planted cotton in 2008.
Those ballots must be postmarked no
later than May 27 to be counted. Produc-
ers who planted cotton in 2008 who do not
receive a ballot should call TDA at (512)
463-3285.

Producers will also elect a cotton
grower to represent the zone on the Texas
Boll Weevil Eradication Foundation
Board of Directors. Nomination forms

EPTP cotton field with boll weevil and pinkie trap.

were due to TDA April 27.

All ballots should be mailed to
TDA in Austin and will be canvassed on
or before June 3, 2009.

What happens if growers vote ‘No?’

Make sure your neighbors and
landlords know what’s at stake if a major-
ity votes “no.”

1. Pink bollworm and boll weevil
eradication program activities will cease.
Traps will not be placed or checked, fields
will not be sprayed and pink bollworm
sterile moths will not be released. Pink
Bollworm and boll weevil populations will
be left to multiply and spread.

2. The zone’s debt will still need to
be repaid. An assessment will be made
each year until the debt is satisfied.

3. To date, the zone has received
more than $9.7 million in state and fed-

eral cost-share assistance in addition to
millions of sterile moths at no charge to
the producer. Without an active eradica-
tion program, the EP/TP zone would not be
eligible for such assistance.

4. With no program in place and no
traps for determining infestation, the
zone’s quarantine status would likely
change. Transporting cotton products and
equipment would be restricted according to
state and federal quarantine rules. EP/TP
would be the only cotton producing area in
the United States not involved in an eradi-
cation program. Re-establishing a program
would be difficult and costly.

EP/TP program progress and 2009 plan

With the virtual elimination of the
pink bollworm (PBW) and boll weevil from

area cotton, program personnel are gear-
ing up for another year of program activ-
ity, preserving eradication gains and pro-

tecting grower investments.

To date, PBW populations have
been reduced by 99.9 percent and the zone
has been declared suppressed for boll wee-
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vil since 2004, with no weevil cap-
tures or treatments since 2005.

This year EP/TP growers
will again participate in an active
PBW eradication program carried
out concurrently with a Phase I
boll weevil maintenance program.
The program will use about 200
sterile pink bollworm moths per
acre per day along with phero-
mone rope applications where
needed. In all, the program plans
to release some 50 million sterile
moths per week.

In addition to the zone’s
eradication success, program costs
have been reduced and strong pro-
gress 1s being made toward elimi-
nating program debt. As most of
you know, considerable debt was
incurred during the first few years
of program operations as the ex-
pense of treating all cotton fields
with pheromone and chemicals
exceeded assessment revenue.

Program costs have steadily de-
creased since sterile moths have
been available, and state and fed-
eral dollars have helped reduce
the debt from nearly $4 million
down to $915,000. For 2009,

OWe have a
i nvest ment t

USDA has committed more than
$500,000 in cost-share assistance
to help reduce the debt even fur-
ther. In other zones where the
debt has been eliminated produc-
ers have been able to recommend
a lower annual assessment.

“We've put a lot of re-
sources into getting where we are
and it’s critical that we remain
diligent,” said Program Director
Larry Smith. “We have an invest-
ment to protect.”
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Read Your

Ballot Carefully

Producers are encouraged
to read the ballot carefully and
follow the verification proce-
dures to ensure their vote
counts. Please note these items

Pori tRebaflot: L . O

- A simple majority is required
to continue the program.

- The assessment for the zone
cannot exceed the maximum
annual assessment approved in
the original referendum.

- You may vote for only one per-
son in the director election. If
the referendum fails, the zone
will continue to be represented
by a director appointed by the
commissioner of agriculture.

- The ballot must be signed by
an eligible cotton grower or crop
-sharing landlord who planted
cotton in the zone in 2008.
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