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Volunteer cotton and cotton in other
crops serious concerns for 2009

As the Lower Rio
Grande Valley (LRGV)
zone readies for the 2009
cotton season, the Foun-
dation urges cotton grow-
ers to be on the alert for
volunteer cotton and cot-
ton in other crops. These
are serious problems and
we need grower help in
dealing with them. Find-
ing and monitoring volun-
teer fields is critical.

This year, pro-
gram personnel will be
mapping and trapping
fields planted to cotton in
2009, as well as those
2008 cotton fields with
weevil activity. Weather
conditions coupled with
seed left viable on the
ground make trapping
these fields a necessity.

As in previous
years, traps will be placed
at a density of one trap
each 1/10 of a mile along
field perimeters. In areas
with nearby boll weevil
habitat, traps will be
placed at a density of one
trap each 1/20 of a mile.
Trap inspection will occur
weekly with  weevil
captures recorded on the
traps.

Field techs will
be conscientious when
deploying traps, doing
what they can to avoid
impeding farming opera-
tions. They are happy to
coordinate with growers
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Boll weevil eradication program employee pulls volunteer cotton in October 2008.

to get cotton acres
mapped and trapped
quickly and efficiently.
Please contact your field
unit supervisor to report
2009 cotton or volunteer
cotton.

As you are plan-
ning for the 2009 growing
season, please also re-

member the importance
of vehicle access for your
field techs. Full access is
critical to the eradication
process as it provides for
accurate and efficient
trapping and treatments.
For 2009, the
treatment plan includes

(Continued on page 2)
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In 2008, some of the volunteer cotton was so big it had to be pulled with equipment.

(Continued from page 1)

an aggressive early season ap-
proach to fields where early
season weevils are detected. As
we enter into the mid -season,
we will continue to treat fields
with weevil activity based on
the state Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC) approved
treatment trigger of one weevil
capture triggers treatment for

a field. Trap triggers will be
adjusted to treat fewer acres if
secondary pests become a
threat.

If you have any ques-
tions or need any information,
please contact your local dis-
trict office and thank you for
your continued support and
cooperation.
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- NOW HIRING

SEASONAL FIELD TECHS

The Texas Boll Weevil Eradication Foundatisen
now accepting applications for seasonal Field
Techs. Job duties include: driving a Foundatior
vehicle with or without a loaded trailer; deploy
ing and removing boll weevil traps in and around
cotton fields; monitoring and collecting informa
tion to identify boll weevil populations; maintaint
ing accurate chemical and flight records for aerjal
applications; observing cotton field applications
for accuracy and efficiency; and operating a high
clearance sprayer or a mist blower to treat as-
signed cotton fields. Duties will be performed
under daily supervision and a with a high level (of
quality control checks. For additional informa-
tion, please contact the local boll weevil office ¢r
visitwww.txbollweevil.org

$8.50/hr starting

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Lower Rio Grande Valley
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