
planted cotton in 2008. 

Those ballots must be 

returned to TDA, post-

marked no later than 

Jan. 21 to be counted.  

Producers who planted 

cotton in 2008 who do 

not receive a ballot 

should call TDA at (512) 

463-3285.    

 Producers will 

 Cotton producers 

in the NBL zone are eli-

gible to vote in January 

on whether to continue 

the eradication effort in 

the zone.    

 T h e  T e x a s  

Department of Agricul-

ture will send ballots 

Jan. 6 to all cotton grow-

ers and landowners who 

NBL retention election set for Jan. 21 
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NBL making significant progress 

At the close of this 

2008 growing season, 

cotton producers in the 

Northern Blacklands 

have made significant 

progress toward their 

goal of boll weevil eradi-

cation.  

As of Dec. 1, the 

weevil population in the 

NBL has been reduced 

by more than 99.9 per-

cent since the eradica-

tion program began in 

2005. In fact, in 2008, 

only .014 weevils were 

captured per trap in-

spection, compared to 

11.47 in 2005.  

Equally as signifi-

cant, only 4,753 weevils 

were captured through-

out the zone in 2008 

compared to more than 

346,000 weevils cap-

tured in 2005, and over 

320,000 in 2006.  

Yet another indica-

tor of program progress 

can be seen when com-

paring the average 

weekly weevil captures 

by year. During the 

week with the highest 

weevil average in 2005, 

over 35 weevils were 

captured per trap. In 

2008, the peak was less 

than .06.  

also elect a cotton 

grower to represent the 

zone on the Texas Boll 

Weevil Eradication 

Foundation Board of 

Directors.   

 A l l  b a l l o t s 

should be mailed to TDA 

in Austin and will be 

canvassed Jan. 28, 2009. 

In 2008, only .014 weevils were captured per trap 

inspection, compared to 11.47 in 2005. 
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Read Your Ballot 

Carefully 

What Happens if Growers Vote ôNo?õ 

Northern Blacklands 

Boll Weevil Eradication Program 

P.O. Box 5089 

Abilene, TX 79608-5089 

 Producers are encouraged to read 

the ballot carefully and follow the verifi-

cation procedures to ensure their vote 

counts. Please note these items on the 

ballot:  

- A simple majority is required to con-

tinue the program.  

- The assessment for the zone cannot 

exceed the maximum annual assessment 

approved in the original referendum.  

- You may vote for only one person in the 

director election. If the referendum fails, 

the zone will continue to be represented 

by a director appointed by the  

commiss ioner  o f  agr i cu l ture . 

- The ballot must be signed by an eligi-

ble cotton-grower or crop-sharing land-

lord who planted cotton within the zone 

during 2008. 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

The program is working. The program is working. The program is working.    

     Make sure your neighbors 

and landlords know what  

is at stake if a majority  

votes òno.ó  

     1. Program activities in the 

zone will cease. Traps will not 

be placed or checked, and 

fields will not be sprayed 

should reinfestation occur. 

     2. The zoneõs debt will still 

need to be repaid. An assess-

ment will be made each year 

until the debt is satisfied.  

     3. To date, the zone has 

received more than $7.6  

million in state and federal 

cost-share assistance. With-

out an active eradication pro-

gram, the NBL would not be 

eligible for such funds.   

     4. With no program in 

place, the zone will remain 

under state quarantine. The 

NBL would be the only cotton 

production area in the United 

States not involved in eradica-

tion. Re-establishing a  

program would be difficult 

and costly.  

Weevil counts are down 99.9% Weevil counts are down 99.9% Weevil counts are down 99.9%    
since the program began in 2005.since the program began in 2005.since the program began in 2005.   


