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Cotton producers in the Southern
Blacklands (SBL) zone are eligible to vote in
March on whether to continue the eradica-
tion effort in the zone.

The Texas Department of Agricul-
ture will send out ballots March 4 to all cot-
ton growers and landowners who planted
cotton in 2008. Those ballots must be post-
marked no later than March 19 to be
counted. Producers who planted cotton in

SBL retention election set for March 19

2008 who do not receive a ballot should call
TDA at (512) 463-3285.

Producers will also elect a cotton
grower to represent the zone on the Texas
Boll Weevil Eradication Foundation Board
of Directors. Nomination forms were due to
TDA by February 17.

All ballots should be mailed to TDA
in Austin and will be canvassed on or before
March 26, 2009.
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Make sure your neighbors and land-
| ords know whatds at
votes Ono. 6

1. Program activities in the zone
will cease. Traps will not be placed or
checked, fields will not be sprayed and boll
weevils will multiply.

2. The zoneds debt
be repaid. An assessment will be made each
year until the debt is satisfied.

3. To date, the zone has received
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more than $19.4 million in state and federal
scestashage assistanae. Wiighpud ran tagtive
eradication program, the SBL would not be
eligible for such funds.

4. With no program in place, the
zone will remain under state quarantine.
The SBL would be the only cotton produc-
tiari dréa inghe iUhited Stages dot invmlved
in eradication. Re-establishing a program
would be difficult and costly.
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serious concerns for 2009

As the Southern Blacklands (SBL)
zone readies for the 2009 cotton season, the
Foundation urges cotton growers to be on
the alert for volunteer cotton and cotton in
other crops. These are serious problems and
we need grower help in dealing with them.
Finding and monitoring volunteer fields is
critical.

This year, program personnel will

map and trap fields planted to cotton in
2009 as well as those 2008 cotton fields with
weevil activity. Weather conditions coupled
with seed left viable on the ground make
trapping these fields a necessity.

As in previous years, traps will be
placed at a density of one trap each 1/10 of a

Volunteer cotton and cotton in other crops
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en in 2008.

Cotton in corn. Photo

mile along field perimeters. In areas with
nearby boll weevil habitat, traps will be
(Continued on page 2)




BOLL WEEVIL BULLETIN

(Continued from page 1)

placed at a density of one trap each
1/20 of a mile. Trap inspection will
occur weekly.

Field techs will be conscien-
tious when deploying traps, doing
what they can to avoid impeding
farming operations. They are happy
to coordinate with growers to get
cotton acres mapped and trapped
quickly and efficiently. Please con-
tact your field unit supervisor to
report 2009 or volunteer cotton.

As you are planning for the
2009 season, please also remember
the importance of vehicle access for
your field techs. Full access is criti-
cal to the eradication process as it

provides for accurate and efficient
trapping and treatments.

For 2009, the treatment
plan includes an aggressive early
season approach to fields where
early season weevils are detected.
As we enter into the mid-season, we
will continue to treat fields with
weevil activity based on the state
Technical Advisory Committee
(TAC) approved treatment trigger of
one weevil capture triggers treat-
ment for a field and surrounding
fields. Trap triggers will be adjusted
to treat fewer acres if secondary
pests become a threat.

March 2009

Read Your

Ballot Carefully

- NOW HIRING SEASONAL FIELD TECHS

The TBWEIKS accepting applications for seasonal Field Techs. Duties include: drivi
Foundation vehicle with or w/o a loaded trailer; deploying/removing boll weevil tr
in/around cotton fields; monitoring/collecting information to identify boll weevil popu
tions; maintaining accurate chemical/flight records for aerial applications; observi
cotton field applications for accuracy and efficiency; and, operating a-diegitance
sprayer or mist blower to treat cotton field$8.50/hr starting. For more information,
please contact the local boll weevil office or visiww.txbollweevil.org EOE.

Producers are encouraged
to read the ballot carefully and
follow the verification proce-
dures to ensure their vote
counts. Please note these items
on the ballot:

- A simple majority is required
to continue the program.

- The assessment for the zone
cannot exceed the maximum
annual assessment approved in
the original referendum.

- You may vote for only one per-
son in the director election. If
the referendum fails, the zone
will continue to be represented
by a director appointed by the
commissioner of agriculture.

- The ballot must be signed by
an eligible cotton-grower or crop
-sharing land-lord who planted
cotton in the zone in 2008.
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